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Abstract

Literary texts serve as one of the key tools in developing
cognitive skills and critical thinking among language learners.
With their complex linguistic structures, multilayered meanings,
and philosophical and ethical themes, these texts encourage
learners to think more deeply and to evaluate diverse contents.
The primary goal of this research is to analyze and assess the
impact of literary texts in the Persian language on enhancing the
critical thinking skills of non-Persian speaking learners using
Bloom's framework of Educational Objectives. This research
seeks to answer the following questions: 1) How can literary
texts used in teaching the Persian language help strengthen the
different cognitive levels of Bloom's framework for non-Persian
speaking learners? 2) What are the types of literary texts that are
the most suitable for strengthening each cognitive level?

This study employed a qualitative content analysis
method, in which the linguistic, structural, and thematic features
of selected literary texts are mapped onto Bloom's different
cognitive levels (knowledge, comprehension, application,
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation). The findings indicated that
literary texts in the Persian language with diverse structures are
suitable for strengthening various cognitive levels, although
each text typically has one dominant cognitive level. Based on
frequency analysis, Saadi's couplets were the most effective for
the knowledge level, Hafez's ghazals and Sepehri's poems were
for comprehension, Shariati's "Nowruz" was for application,
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"The Amen Bird" and "O People" were for analysis, "Savushun" and
"Missing Place for Soluch" were for synthesis, and "The Blind Owl" and "Kelidar"
were for evaluation. Approaches such as critical literacy, New Criticism, and reader-
response theories can also serve as complementary educational strategies in nurturing
critical thinking among non-Persian speaking learners.

Keywords: Persian language education, critical thinking, Bloom’s taxonomy,
cognitive skills, non-Persian speaking learners.
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