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Abstract

The orient culture and heritage has directly influenced ,in a way or another ,
the literary works which recently have been noted by the oriental Jews inside
and outside of Israel. Several Jewish writers, who came from the orient
(especially from Iran ), have written their works while influenced by traditions
and customs of the Iranian society, in which they were born , lived , and raised,
and by the writers who were born in that society and then moved to Israel and
lived there as a result of the Zionism and its notorious promises to gather Jewish
people from all over the world to establish their national home at the expense of
the Palestinian land and people.

That final goal was to find a nationality for a dispersed group of people who
came from different traditions and customs , ways of expressions and languages,
to form a nation. They do not have but religion and Zionism , a set of religious
traditions related to worship rituals, and stories about religious heroes and
stories voiced by prophets and wisemen which have become proverbs . The
latter is looked upon with doubt by many researchers as they think that Jewish
people have taken from other nations (Mursi , Folklore and Israelites , p 62 ).

Accordingly , it is a necessity to explore this culture with its traditions,
customs, and popular beliefs adopted ,in particular from Iran the birthplace of
the parents of the Israeli writer and author Dorrit Rabinyan , who is of Judaism
religion ,Iranian origin ,and Israeli existence through her novel (Persian Brides).
This novel carried customs , traditions, folklore thoughts , and popular culture
that influenced the Jews , their thoughts and behavior which still exist in the
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Israeli society nowadays . It is well known that popular culture is the science
that includes beliefs and customs of any nation as long as those beliefs and
customs related to the Collective behavior (James Fries, Folklore in the Old
Testament p 21).
Despite that the author was born and raised in Israel but her novels , as critics
see, packed with folkloric and legendry concepts and thoughts as well as
popular beliefs which prevailed in the Iranian Jewish society that she knew from
her family and Iranian Jews in Israel ; she tried to reflect in her novel focusing
on the popular landmarks.

Keywords: Popular beliefs, Dorrit Rabinyan, Iranian Jews
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