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Abstract

Sami Michael and Eli Amir - two Israeli writers born in Iraq and of the
same generation (Sami Makhail was born in Baghdad in 1926 and Eli Amir
in 1937). They wrote in their novels, among other things, about Orientalism ,
love and femininity. They both lived wild, extroverted lives. They did not
shy away from experiencing anything new that came their way, rebelled
against conventions and acted provocatively; they enjoyed the shock and
amazement that evoked around them. While trying to find their place in
different family settings, they chose to present two Arab Christian heroines.
The narrator in Jasmine is the speaker Noori-Eli himself. While the narrator
of “Trumpet in the Wadi” is Huda the heroine herself. Both are independent
and both have a hobby in which they invest a lot; which is reading.

The families of the two protagonists undergo social changes during the plot,
and when necessary they both work to provide the family needs. First, the
study sheds light on the importance of the Arabs in Israeli literature as
reflected in Sami Michael's book: "Trumpet in the Wadi™ "(2008) and Eli
Amir's: Jasmine (2005). It, also, provides summaries of the two novels and
discusses the character of the Arabic Christian woman as described in both
novels.
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Chapter two debates the characters of Huda and Jasmine and similarities of
the two in representing their time. The chapter also compares the recurring
image of the Christian Arab character in the two novels, the concept of
racism, characters description, as well as the subjects discussed throughout
the books with an number of citation taken from the book.

Keywords: The Arabic character in Hebrew literature, Sami Michael, Eli
Amir, Trumpet in the Wadi, Jasmine.
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