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Abstract

Musicality is a fundamental feature of poetry that takes the interest of
scholars and critics. Most poets rely on a variety of literary devices and
techniques to bring music to their work like rhymes - words that appear at
the end of lines in poetry - and on arranging words techniques in such a way
to create a pseudo melody, which is achieved primarily by patterning (or
repeating) certain sounds. Such a poetic rhetorical and verbal enhancer’s
aspect represented ever since the beginning of the classical poetry has been
manifested more evidently in Nali’s poetry. His poetry is marked with
particular letters that have played a substantial role in the rhyming that rings
like cymbals or jingle like internal elevated rhymes. Within a descriptive-
analytical approach, the present study describes the musical techniques of
Nali’s poetry, particularly of what is called letter poetry, and investigates
the application of these letters as figures of rhetoric in Nali’s poetic style.
The study traces the letter poetry types and its impacts on poetic meaning
creation in the light of semantic framework.

Keywords: rhetoric, letter poetry, Kurdish poetry music, Nali’s poetry
music, semantic analysis.
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Extended abstract

Resulting from similar, homophonous words and letters arranged,
reproduced, and coordinated, the music of poetry has long been of particular
significance and a prominent position in its framework and configuration.
This aspect of poetry, which has been represented ever since the beginning
of classical poetry in specific rhetorical figures and techniques, has been
manifested more evidently in Nali’s poetry. He has marked some of his
poems with particular letters, which have played such a significant role in
accentuation and promotion of the music of his poetry that their names can
be used to refer to the entire poems. This descriptive-analytical research has
sought to describe the techniques and music of Nali’s poetry, particularly
the position and role of the above poetic technique of letter poetry, and to
investigate the application of these letters as a figure of rhetoric in his poetic
style. It has analyzed the types and impacts of the technique, especially from
the aspects of meaning creation and semantics, in this well-known Kurdish
poet’s works to introduce another dimension of his poetry through
description and analysis.

The music of poetry has been of great importance throughout the history of
literature, functioning as a major building block in the definition and
specification of the elements of poetry. It has been addressed in classical
rhetoric under a variety of topics particularly in regard to the techniques
concerning eloquent speech, including paronomasia, which has directly
affected the enhancement and promotion of the musical level of poetry. Nali
has been exceptionally skilled in this area, and has attempted to employ all
the practical rhetoric techniques in Persian and Arabic literature in his
poems.

A prominent phenomenon in Nali’s poetic style has been manifested in the
music of his poems, where a specific letter (a consonant or a vowel) is
obviously highlighted as the poem is read repeatedly, influencing the entire
poem in musical terms. This research has sought to introduce and analyze
this technique, referred to here as letter poetry, i.e. poems particular to
certain letters, as a dimension of Nali’s poetry.

The investigation has been based on an analysis of a number of Nali’s
poems in terms of the music and its impacts and position, particularly the
effects on the audience. For that purpose, we have attempted to analyze a
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selection of his poems after a broad examination within a specific
framework based on the theoretical foundations of the music of poetry.

While the term letter poetry could hardly be found in any references, a large
number of studies have been conducted on the music of poetry. Aziz Gardi
(1974) has analyzed the roots and origins and the effects of the music of
poetry. Kolahchian and Nazari’s (2016) research is similar to this one in
terms of classification and definition. In his 2009 book on the static aspects
of Piramerd’s, Sheikh Nuri’s, Sheikh Salih’s, and Goran’s poetry, Umar
Asso has dedicated a part to a discussion of the music of poetry, but has
failed to present an appropriate description and analysis.

The music of Nali’s poetry has experienced a large number of ups and
downs, sometimes mild and peaceful and at other times loud and
thunderous, occasionally exhibiting mixtures and cumulations of sounds and
tones. It also frequently waves like the burbles of reviving water. It is
sometimes a specific sound upon the musical waves that is highlighted to
catch the ear.

This technique is based on the repetition of a certain letter, undeniably
influencing the emergence and prominence of the music of poetry. The
phenomenon can occur among the initial verses, in the middle, or
throughout the poem in a scattered fashion. It should be noted that it is not
dependent on the letters of the rhymes in many cases. The technique has
been applied in Nali’s poetry as single letters, syllables, morphemes,
phrases, or multiple letters, where a letter or syllable, a certain word, or a
specific phrase has played a role in the emergence of letter poetry and the
resulting music.

Furthermore, the technique has been accompanied by meaning creation; that
is, the music created by a certain letter has complied with the overall
meaning and theme of the poetry. Thus, a number of semantic levels can be
identified in such poems, including affection and friendship, peace of mind,
implication and sarcasm, sound and image representation, wording skills
presentation, figuration power presentation, silence, grudge and hatred, and
music and history, associated with Nali’s penname, recognized in Kurdish
both with light and with dark L.
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