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Abstract
Languages, like humans, need communication and interaction to prosper. One

of the ways for a language to flourish is to borrow words from other languages. The
southern regions of Iran and the coastal countries of Persian Gulf have had strong
cultural relations since old times, with language being a dimension of these
relations.

With their land being geographically located in the realm of Islamic civilization and
being Muslims, Baloch people have had strong connections with the Arab world
and the Arabic language. Thus, many Arabic words have made their ways into
Balochi language either directly or indirectly through Persian language. Since each
language has its own unique sound structure, these loanwords have undergone
phonetic changes after entering the Balochi.

This article is an attempt to study the phonetic changes of Arabic loanwords in
Balochi in a descriptive-analytical manner. This study has a "diachronic" and”
historical” approach. The phonetic changes of different types can be found in these
loanwords, among them “‘substitution”, “metathesis”, “elision”, and “epenthesis”.
The focus of this study is mainly on” substitution”. The results indicate that the

loanwords in Balochi language, especially those with “substitution” in them, have
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more diversity compared to Arabic loanwords in Persian. This article will showcase
unique types of “substitution” in Arabic loanwords found in Balochi language.

Key words: linguistics, phonetic changes, loanwords, Arabic language, Balochi
Language
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